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the basis of this GeneraFs birthday date, was able
to predict that he was alive and safe.
While Takashima and Kodama use relatively
the same divining system, Sekiryushi is a prophet
of an entirely different order. Like the others, he
is extremely offended at being called a fortune
teller, a point which has some basis in his case, for
Sekiryushi is a graduate of a medical college and
can look back to ancestors who for two hundred
years have been both doctors and prophets.
Wliereas Takashima endeavours to avoid as
much as possible the appellation of mysterious,
Sekiryushi has a fine setting in which to impress
his clients. He lives sequestered on the edge of
the Hamamatsu geisha quarter in Shiba Ward in a
simple Japanese house fronted by a small but
charming garden. Clients who sit in the anteroom
which opens into his office and wait for their tunx,
may be impressed by his prowess which is largely
dependent on sheer audacity. He dares to tell his
clients anything, and if they deny it, he fees a
glittering eye on them in Ancient Mariner fashion
until they are so fascinated that they willingly
agree to the most awful of slanders. He fearlessly
calls a spade a spade, and clients take the chance of
finding themselves mercilessly unveiled right in
the public eye.